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Wve How beautyful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peor that bringeth good tidings of 9000, that publish- 
eth salvation ; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth /”—Isataug LI, 7. 
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FIFTY-THIRD SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
—0 
E Fifty-third Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints met in the Assembly Hall, Salt Lake City, on Friday, 
October 5, 1883, at 10 o’clock a.m. 

Present on the stand, of the First Presidency: John Taylor, George Q. 
Cannon and Joseph F. Smith; of the Twelve Apostles: Wilford Woodruff, 
Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, Albert 
Carrington, Moses Thatcher, Francis M. Lyman and Heber J, Grant; the 
Patriarch of the Church, John Smith; of the First Seven Presidents of 
Seventies: Horace S. Eldredge, Jacob Gates, William W. Taylor, Abraham 
H. Cannon and Seymour B. Young; of the Bishopric: Edward Hunter, 
Leonard W. Hardy and Robert T. Burton. In addition to the above General 
Authorities, there was a large representation of leading Elders and author 
ities from nearly every Stake of Zion, even from those the most remote from 
head - quarters. 

Conference was called to order by President John Taylor, and the choir 


sang: 


Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God. 
PRAYER BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. | 
Our Father who art in heaven, we Thy servants and Thine handmaidens. 
have assembled ourselves together this morning in this place for the purpose 
of worshiping Thee, the Lord our God. And at the opening of this Con- 
ference we come to Thee, our heavenly Father, in the name. of Thy well- 
beloved Son, Jesus, and call upon Thee to * down in . and tender 
compassion upon us. 
We are thankful that we have this opportunity. We are thankful thas 
our lives have been spared through the various vicissitudes through which we 
have passed during the past six months, that once more we, Thy servants and 
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Thy people, are permitted to assemble ourselves together in a Conference 
capacity. When we reflect upon Thy goodness, and Thy mercy and long- 
suffering unto us, our hearts are filled with thanksgiving and praise unto 
Thee, the Lord our God, for Thou hast wrought wondrously in our behalf. 
Thou hast preserved us from the snares of our enemies; Thou hast delivered 
us from their many traps; and we can meet this morning, in this place, and 
rejoice in our hearts in the liberty that thou hast granted unto us and pre- 
served unto us, and we can rejoice in being a free people, notwithstanding 
the efforts of the wicked to bring us into bondage. 

Our Father, we desire to praise Theo in the congregation of Thy Saints 
for these blessings, for we knuw they are the gift of Thy hand; we know 
there is no power of man that could have preserved and blessed us as we are 
now blessed. Therefore, we give Thee the glory with all our hearts; we 
praise Thee, the Lord our God, and rejoice before Thee that the promises 
which Thou hast made unto us have been fulfilled even to the very letter. 
We thank Thee for life; we thank Thee for health; we thank Thee, our 
Father, for the crops Thou hast given unto Thy people as a reward for their 
labor. The husbandman has been made to rejoice in the fruits of his hands; 
the land has been greatly blessed of Thee, our Father, and there is abun- 
dance of food for man and beast throughout these valleys, for which we feel 
to thank Thee. Yea, and Thou has blessed Thy people with a goodly degree 
of health; Thou hast preserved them from the power of the destroyer. And 
notwithstanding the many difficulties we have had to contend with, we feel 
that our condition is indeed a blessed one. And we thank Thee, our Father, 
for families, for wives, for husbands, fer children, for parents, for brothers 
and sisters, and for the friendship that Thou hast begotten in our hearts, 
even the love that Thou hast given unto us through the everlasting Gospel. 
We rejoice in the bestowal of these precious blessings upon us as a people; 
and we desire to come unto Thee this morning, and entreat Thee in the name 
of Jesus to increase this love within us—love for Thee our Father and God— 
love for our fellow-creatures—love for those who have entered into covenant 
with Thee, that we may love them as we love ourselves. Grant, our Father, 
that this spirit and feeliug may be diffused throughout all the branches of 
Thy Church, and that it may extend wherever the Gospel is preached— 
wherever men and women bow in submission to its requirements. 

Our Father, we beseech Thee this morning to be with us in our Con- 
ference, and let the Holy Spirit descend from.on high upon Thy servants and 
Thy people who have come together, and who may come together, and upon 
Thise Elders who have come from afar for the purpose of being instructed. 
© Fether, grant that they may be instructed, that they shall mot go away 
hungry or unsatisfied in their spirits; but pour out Thy Holy Spirit in power 
upon Thy servants and upon Thy people, that those who speak may not 
speak their own thoughts or their own words or reflections, or the feelings 
thut are peouliar to them; but that they may speak Thy word and Phy wil; 
that they may bring forth from Thy treasure-house those things that shall be 
adapted to the cireumstances and conditions ef Thy people individually and 
collectively, that those who have hungered and thirsted for righteousness 
may be fed and made to rejoice, having, their hearts softened undes the 
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powerful influence of Thy Holy Spirit. And grant, our Father, that the 
hearts of the people who have assembled this morning, and who shall 
assemble from day to day during our Conference, may be prepared to receive 
Thy word, that every heart may be softened under the influence of the Holy 
Ghost, and that a contrite spirit may rest down upon all. 

We thank Thee, our Father in heaven, for the presence of Thy servants 
who bear the Holy Priesthood. We thank Thee for the Presidency of Thy 
‘Church; we thank Thee for the Twelve Apostles; we thank Thee for the 
High Priests, the Seventies and Elders, and for the local organizations; we 
thank Thee for the Presidents of Stakes and their Counselors, for High 
‘Councils and for the Bishops of the various Wards with their Counselors. 
We thank Thee for the higher and the lesser Priesthood, and we ask Thee to 
pour out Thy Spixit in power upon Thy servants, and let the people see that 
Thou hast indeed reatored the Holy Priesthood to the earth, and that they 
are indeed Thy servants, by the honor which shal be bestowed upon them 
‘in the eyes of the people; that the gifts and qualifications of their various 
offices and callings may rest down upon them in great power, and that those 
‘who see and hear them may feel that they are indeed the men whom Thou 
hast chosen, and that they do not profess to have power which Thou hast 
withheld. O Father, we ask Thee now to bless in a special manner Thy 
servant President Taylor, and let the gift and qualification and endowment 
that pertain to his high and holy calling rest down upon him. Fill him with 
the revelations of Jesus; fill him with the knowledge necessary to enable him 
to magnify his office acceptably to Thee and to the satisfaction of his fellow 
servants and the Saints. And grant that these blessings may rest down upon 
all in their various offices and callings; and upon thy missionary servants who 
are preaching the Gospel, may the Spirit that we ask for ourselves rest down 
in power upon them, and they be made instrumental in bringing many souls 
to a knowledge of the truth. : 

We now dedicate ourselves unto Thee, our Father, with all we have, and 
implore these blessings upon us, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


The choir : 
ig Zion stands with hills surrounded, 


Zion kept by power divine. 
PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR 

n the nature and object of the Conference. It was proper that all 
parts of the land of Zion should be represented here, that all things pertain- 

ing to the welfare of Israel might be comprehended, digested and dissemin- 
ated among the people; that they might fully. understand the position they 
occupy in relation to the past, present and future. Enumerated the various 
organizations of the Priesthood, general and local, together with such special 
institutions as Sunday Schools, Relief Societies, Mutual Improvement and 
Primary Associations; spoke upon the duties and operations of each, under 
the influence of which all things were ordained to move along in order, ac- 
cording to the will of the Lord. The present system was perfected by Pre- | 
sident Brigham Young, a short time prior to his death, but, there had been 
m es or leas laxity and neglect made manifest, which was exceedingly repre- 
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hensible. Exhorted the High Priests, Seventies, Elders, Patriarchs, eto, to 
humility and righteousness before the Lord, that they might be filled with 


His Spirit, and fully qualified te act in their several offices and callings for 


the (perfecting of the Saints and the on-rolling of the kingdom. * God. 
APOSTLE H. J. GRANT 

Said he had no other desire, in speaking or acting, than to serve God and 
benefit his brethren and sisters, and he did not ask anyone to perform any 
duty or keep any commandment which he was unwilling to do himself. 
Mingling with the world caused him to appreciate his owa religion more 
fully. No one who understood “ Mormonism” would ever exchange it for 
any of the forms of faith prevalent in the world. But in order to understand 


it, it was necessary to live it. God had laid down certain laws for our guid- 
ance, and had made promises as the result of obedience to the same. One of 


these was the Word of Wisdom, through obedience to which some of the 
greatest of blessings would accrue. This law was adapted to the weakeat 
capacity, yet some of the strongest violated it. Some were afraid to pay 
tithing for fear of losing by it, and falling behind their associates in temporal 
affairs. Such had not the spirit of this work, for they measured the things. 
of God by a worldly standard, and would bring themselves under eondem- 
nation. In regard to temple building, the speaker said he was mercenary. 


enough to feel that those who refused to contribute of their means for that 


purpose, ought to be denied the privilege of obtaining the blessings only to 
be secured in such places. He believed the dividing line was being drawn. 
Was thankful for the passage of such measures as the Edmunds law; it drew 
a line separating the true from the false, and exposed the half-hearted and 
the hypocrite. Touched upon the principle of plural marriage, and denounced 
those who failed to live it according to the spirit and meaning thereof, and 
quoted the words of the Prophet Joseph Smith, that such would be denned. 
APOSTLE BRIGHAM YOUNG. 

The Spirit of God had been with His people from the beginning of their 
history, and that Spirit was necessary for their preservation. The powers: of 
darkness are strengthening for the purpose of destroying the work of God. 
The Saints were now enjoying the Spirit of the Lord to an extent hitherto 
unsurpassed. The most perfect organization on the face of the earth to-day 
is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Lord had given 
His people every opportunity and facility for carrying on His work, and He 
would stand by them in so doing. No power could affect the well-being of 
this people for evil, only as they themselves permitted through their neglect 
This truth had been made repeatedly manifest. It is when we tear down 
each other that there is danger of our being overthrown. God will not up- 
hold the Saints in following after the ways of the world. He will not justify 
them in selecting from His word such portions of doctrine and law as suit 
their selfish fancies, and ignoring all the rest. The revelations of, God wWe 
adapted to His people, and absolute obedience to them all was therefore 
necessary. It is often a trial to accept certain laws without. reservation, 125 
many therefore wrest the Scriptures and take advantage of technicalities 
act dishonestly before the Lord. The revelations of God are serial and pre 
gressive, and would be given, fitst the milk aud then the meat, ‘as fast a 
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people became strong enough to receive them. Those who reject one revela- 
tion are not prepared to receive that whieh is to follow. 7 
ELDER DAVID P. KIMBALL n 
Was ‘pleased, after en absence of six years, to meet again with the people of 
God, though bis object in coming to Conference was not to teach but to be 
taught. He felt thankful for a standing in the Church and kingdom of God. 
Réferred to the good feeling among the Saints in Arizona and the region 
south, and spoke of the manifest improvement among the Saints in this 
locali:y since he last was among them. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE d CANNON 

Testified to the presence of the Spirit of the Lord, and said he should be 
very much disappointed were it otherwise. The Saints needed the Spirit at 
all times. This work was spreading and increasing rapidly, and nothing 
short of divine inspiration could qualify God’s servants and Saints for the 
important duties they were called upon to fulfill. When we look around 
and see that notwithstanding the efforts of our enemies, we still have the 
privilege of meeting together and worshiping God in His appointed way, 
we have cause to be truly thankful.. No human power could have planned 
so wisely and successfully as God has done to preserve us in the enjoyment 
of our rights and liberties. And if the Saints will prepare themselves for 
God's greater blessings, the veil between them and their heavenly Father 
will become thinner, and in time will be rent, and all that they seek in 
righteousness will be poured out upon them. It is the duty of every Saint 
to be an example to all around him. The angels of God are watching over 
His people. The approaching completion of the Temples now being erected 
should remind us of what is expected through them. No power, from the 
beginning of our history, has been effectual in hindering our progress, and 
our advancement from henceforth: will be even more rapid. The time is 
coming when revelation will be poured out upon this people to an extent 
hitherto unknown; when the heavens will be opened and God and His angels 
will be néarer to this people than ever. : 

‘Conference was adjourned to the large Tabernalce at 2 o’clock p.m. 

‘The choir sang an anthem: 

Who can stand against the work of the Lord? 
Benediction by President J joseph F. Smith. 


On assembling at 2 o'clock pm. the choir sang: 
Wo are not ashamed to own our Lord, 
And worahip him on earth. 
Preajdent Top bh F. Smith, the choir sang: 
my dunbering minted 
aaa my harp forget its spell. ea: | 
‘APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW 
bes the ot the Book and respect- 
ing the eternal nature of truth und intelligence, and of man's advancement 
from grace to grace tibtil he inherits a fullness of glory, The Saints were 
entitled to revelation for that instruction and support necessary while passing 
through this probation, and it was on such occasions as the present that they 


-cotld, by thé spirit of prayer, unitedly exercised, draw forth such things from 
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the speaker as they might need. That system of religion was worthless. 
which would not give a proper understanding oi things as they actually are. 
This religion taught that man could progress eternally, and be exalted in 
due time to the presence and glory of the Lord. The Saints have the same 
knowledge concerning the divinity of this work, as ancient Israel had respect— 
ing the dealings of the Lord in those days. Moses, when called to lead 
Israel, received manifestations from heaven to convince him that God had 
indeed chosen him, and the subsequent history of that people was a series of 
similar proofs that when God requires His children to do a work He is 
willing to give them every evidence of its divinity, Any system of religion 
which would not bestow this knowledge would be of no value. Jesus Christ 
himself organized this Church, and sent unto Joseph Smith, His Prophet, 
those messengers whose right it was to confer upon him the keys of power 
and authority to act as a representative of God upon the earth. The Savior 
told Peter that flesh and blood had not revealed to him that He was the Son. 
of God, but His Father in heaven, and He also promised to His disciples, 
when He left them, a Comforter, who would come and lead them into all. 
truth. The want of this was evident throughout the sectarian world, who 
worshiped a God without body, parts and passions—a nonentity, dwelling 
beyond the bounds of time and space, ite. nowhere. But the Latter-day 
Saints had the privilege of piercing the vail and knowing for themselves the 


true nature and whereabouts of the Being they worship. Joseph Smith had 


the same privilege as John the Revelator in beholding Jesus Christ. It was. 
through the authority bestowed upon Joseph Smith and others that the pre- 
sent work was being performed. It would never be destroyed. It “had. 
reached that point where it was impossible for it to be overthrown. The: 
disbelief of the world and the persecution of the wicked would make no. 
difference with the fulfillment of God’s purposes, The way had been 2 
whereby men could go on from grace to grace, ascending from height to 
height of intelligence, knowing for themselves what was expected of them in 
order to attain salvation. The Priesthood was placed in the Church for the. 
perfecting of the Saints, and men were qualified to-day to prophesy and to- 
act in the name of the Almighty. The faith of the Saints in these things 
was evident from the sacrifices they had made and were still willing to make 
for the cause they had espoused. | 

President George Q. Cannon then pecnented a financial — of the eau 
Temple 50 cent monthly donation. He also presented a report of the Manti 
Temple. On motion, both the above reports were unanimously received. 

APOSTLE ERASTUS SNOW. 

It was a source of pleasure and satisfaction to know that the Lord was 
communicating His will to His servants, and to see the Quorums of the 
Priesthood in good, efficient working order. The work of the ministry was 
great, the field was wide, and the word of the Lord was to thrust in the sickle 
and reap. Angels were superintending this work, under the direction of the 
Almighty, and the responsibility resting upon the Elders of Israel had not 
diminished. Blessings were in store for all who were willing to labor. It 
had been a custom in the past, with some people, to suppose when Elders . 
were called upon missions that they had done something wrong, and bad. 
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been sent off simply to get them out of the way. Such narrow, contracted 
notions should not prevail among this people. The qualifications required 
of missionaries by the Lord and His servants were faithfulness, integrity of 
heart and willingness to labor, and they were not seekingiafter any other 
kind; for these were the only ones that would be useful in the earth, or that 
the Lord would be willing to uphold and justify. The time was not far dis- 
tant when the work of the Lord would go forth among all the House of 
Israel, and the Elders of this Church should be diligently preparing them- 
selves for the great work, There was a manifest improvement among the 
people already, but there was room for much more, in order that the Saints 
might be purified and prepared to meet the Lord. They should be taught to 
depend upon God in times of sickness, and trust in the ordinance for the 
healing of the sick, rather than upon physicians; but where doctors were 
employed, they should be men of faith in God, for medicines not administered 
under the inspiration of the spirit of truth, which knoweth all things, were 
just as liable to work injury as to heal. God was desirous to build up in the 
midst of these mountains the healthiest, purest and most powerful people in 
the world, and through obedience to His holy laws, and the wise counsels of 
His servants, this was destined to be effected. 

The choir sang an anthem: 

The gathered Saints. 
Conferends adjourned till Saturday, at 10 o'clock. 
Benediction by Apostle Wilford Woodruff. 
[ro BE CONTINUED. | 


— 


A SAMPLE OPPONENT OF PLURAL MARRIAGE. 
— 0 — 


We have more than once asserted that those who go out of their way to rail © 
against the Mormons” and denounce their plural marriage as immoral, are 
themselves persons whose private characters will not bear scrutiny. We 
have an example now in illustration of this. Our readers will remember 
that not long since we published a communication from Elder N. M. Hodges, 
written in reply to some base slanders which the Rev. P. Morrison, of 
Taunton, Somersetshire, had been publishing against the Elders laboring in 
that region and the Latter-day Saints generally. We have seen a letter ro- 
cently written to Elder Wm. Willie by a Mr. A. H. Webber, of Taunton, in 
which he incidentally refers to some recent developments in regard to the 
character of this man Morrison as follows: 

No wonder he professed to know so much about your faith and America, for it turns 
out he was glad of America’s refuge some few years ago. For some cause or other 
(forgery, I believe), he had to ran from this country, and after a lapse of time came back 
under an assumed name, his real name being Flynn. It was entirely his own fault that 
his proceedings were discovered. He took to writing anonymous letters and making 
secret mischief, and unfortunately for him, attacked the wrong man, who put himself to 
find out who this Mr. Morrison was, consequently his pedigree was laid before the bishop, 
who packed him off bag and baggage,’ all speed. Perhaps he is gone to America aan, 
no there is 6 probability of your running against him when you return.“ 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1883. 


— — 


THE GATHERING. 

Tux principle of the gathering is one that presents a stumblivg-block to 
many who, having comfortable homes, pleasant surroundings and the associa- 
tions of kindred and friends, are loath to leave scenes rendered sacred by 
birth and companionship, and unite themselves with a people who teach as 
a tenet of their faith a requirement naturally so disagreeable. The Saints 
of the present day are not responsible for the Lord making a call upon His 
children to offer sacrifices in their own interest; and while they, with the 
rest of the world, would be pleased to remain among familiar scenes, to them 
this requirement of Heaven is imperative. It is not expected that all the 
people of the world are going to believe the Gospel, as the saying that it 
would take one of a city and two of a family is sure to be verified. That 
Israel was to be scattered we can learn from holy writ; that she has been 
we can readily see by casting our eyes about us. The Prophet Isaiah pre- 
dicted (chap. ii, verse 2): And it shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow 
unto it.” This clearly points to the fact that the nations will, if they have 
not already done so, take up their line of march to a place designated by the 
Lord as a home for His people. Not that all of the inhabitants of the earth | 
will leave the lands where they were born and reared, and flee to Zion for 
safety; for the Lord tells us that only a few of the great mass of mankind 
(camparatively) will believe in His promise and seek to avoid the wrath to 
come only one of a city and two of a family.“ Those who are in the least 
acquainted with the dealings of the Lord with His children, through a study 
of the Scriptures, have learned that He has required them to do many things 
that to the finite mind were hard to understand at the time the commands 
| were given, but in the light of the history of the past they appear quite 

| plain to us. The leading of the children of Israel forth out of Egypt and 

. their wanderings in the wilderness, that they might be freed from bondage 

: and educated up to a standard that they would be worthy to enter into and 
poasess.the Promised Land, furnish.an example. The Hebrew race, through 
their long term of slavery among the Egyptians, had partaken largely of the - 
spirit of that people. They had become corrupted in many respecta A 
spirit of hatred towards their taskmasters had been engendered in their 
minds through the treatment they had received, yet they were cringing and 
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cowardly. The Lord, remembering His promise to their fathers, raised up a 
deliverer, and required the Israelites to follow his counsel and gather to the 
Promised Land. No doubt it was a severe trial for them to leave the homes 
in which they had been reared. . Those who left Egypt with Moses knew 
nothing of the Promised Land, only by tradition. To them Egypt was home 
and country, rendered sacred by every tie of family and association. So far 
as country was concerned, they knew no other. They had been born and 
reared in a condition of slavery, and they were used to it. Their spirits 
were broken, they were humbled as it were in the dust, and they lacked the 
courage to try to break their yoke of bondage. When called upon to return 
to the home of their fathers, they started forth in doubt. Many were soon 
without faith, and fearful lest they should again fall into the hands of their 
enemies. It was soon found necessary to give this degenerate race a pre- 
paratory training before allowing them to enter the Promised Land. For 
forty years they were wanderers in the wilderness, that the Lord might lift 
them from their degradation by the introduction of new blood, and while 
free from the poisoned miasma of a servile life, teach them to be freemen, 
and to walk by the faith of their fathers, and under the direction of the 
Lord's chosen servant, back to that home from which, as a people, they had 
been absent for three hundred years. They were rebellious and had to be 
-scourged, and but few. of those who left Egypt were permitted to see the 
Promised Land. But if the fathers failed to realize their hopes themselves, 
not so with their children. Freed, in a measure, from false traditions, and 
removed from the influence of subserviency to another people; made free in 
spirit and strong in body from their nomadic life; rich in the knowledge of | 
God (for the ark of His covenant had been given to them), they had been 
trained by the great Law-giver. They enjoyed the companionship of that 
man who possessed such wonderful faith as to command the sun and moon 
to stand still and be obeyed.. Their star was in the ascendancy. Their 
enemies were moved out of their way. So long as Israel followed the require- 
ments of heaven and listened to the voice of the Lord, peace and plenty 
and the smile of Heaven were over them. By obedience to the laws of God 
they were successful in all they put their hands to do. The Savior of the 


world came and they put him to death. Through disobedience judgments . 


came upon them, and they have been scattered to the four winds of heaven. 

Extensive as was the scattering of Israel, just so must be the gathering in the 
dispensation of the fullness of times. The bondage of Israel in Egypt seems 
to typify the condition of the people at the time of the ushering in of the great 
and closing dispensation... Though Israel in this age are not owned as slaves, 
they are in bondage to priestcraft and to erroneous theology; false traditions - 
have taken the place of divine inspiration, and the good and bad of mankind 
are mixed up together. The ordinances of the Gospel are no more properly 
administered among men; and the human family are left withouta guide. 

The Savior gave a moral law to be observed by those who wished to enter 
the kingdom of heaven. Thou shalt do no murder, thou shalt not commit 
adultery, thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not bear false witness,” were His 


injunctions to the young man who inquired what he should do to be saved. 


According to the apostate doctrines of the present day, persons may be guilty » 
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of all the crimes condemned by the Savior, even to the shedding of blood, 
and still be saved by a mere confession of belief on Him. Should the con- 
demned crimiual upon the scaffold announce to a minister“ that he believes 
in Christ, this vile creature is assured that he is absolved from all sin and 
can enter at ones into the presence of that most Holy Being. Our reason 
should teach us that auch a hing ée<mepossible. Do the refined and genteel 
seek the companionship of the low and vulgar? Do the pure and upright 
have joy in the society of the impure, dishonest and vile! Water seeks its 
level. The vile congregate in haunts removed from the scrutiny of the 
honest. They are slaves to a guilty conscience, fearful of the light of day, 
their deeds being evil, while those who labor conscientiously to bless their 
fellow creatures and strive to do right, move about without fear. The sexes. 
are warring upon each other. Confusion exists upon every hand. Nations 
professing to be Christian, and to be observers of the doctrines of the humble 
Nazarene, are in spirit arrayed against each other, and but a puff of wind as 
it were would set the world ablaze with carnage and strife. Almost every 
ordinance of the Gospel has been changed to suit the peculiar notions of sect: 
and party. Confusion and discord exist in religious matters. The world is. 
a Babel. The good and the vile jostie one anether, and the pure and the 
loathsome intermingle. What rational being can imagine that the world is 
in a condition to receive the Savior at His second coming, or even approach- 
ing that condition? We cannot hope that the Being who cannot look upon 
sin with the least degree of allowance, will become the companion and 
associate of this mixed class. Such a thing is impossible. If ancient Israel 
could not endure the glory of God when He appeared upon Mount Horeb, 
how could the people of the world in their present condition withstand the 
coming of the Savior? They could not if He were to come, but He will not 
come to such a people. The Apostle John has said, when He shall appear 
we shall be like Him.” A people must be prepared by lives of righteousness 
to receive Him at His coming, and this is one of the objects which the 
Almighty has in view in requiring His elect to gather out of Babylon in this 
dispensation. As a door was opened for ancient Israel to escape from the 
bondage in which they were held, so has our divine Master provided the way 
. by which those who desire to keep His commandments, and who long for’ 
His companionship in the great and final dispensation, may prepare them- 
selves by leaving the allurements of the world in obedience to that cry, 
“Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of Ler aun 
receive not of her plagues.” | 
The Lord having restored the Gospel to the earth and having a full under- 
standing of the proneness of His children to fall into the habits of the people 
among whom they reside, has made this requirement. It is in force upon the 


rich and poor alike. It is a well known fact, that if we desire our children to 
follow a certain occupation, training is necessary before they can attain per- 

fection in the profession we wish them to follow. The same is true in the 

dealings of our Heavenly Father with us. He has a labor for His chosen ones 

to, perform, and in order that they may do that labor properly, he has called 

them forth and is schooling them in their duties. Their experience in this 

day in many respects has been similar to that of ancient Isracl. When they 
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have been faithful in keeping His commandments, their enemies have failed 
to prevail against them; but, on the contrary, when the Saints have 
been unfaithful and careless in regard to their duties, the clouds have 
gathered, and chastisement has followed trangression. The gathering together 
as one family of the covenant people of God in all ages has been attended 
with many trials, but like the seeds thrown upon the soil by the husbandman, © 
it has brought forth an hundred fold. Upon the principle of the gathering, 
revealed to the Saints in this day, hinges their acceptance by our Heavenly’ 
Father. He has offered His children a chance to escape the dire calamities 
that are to come upon the earth. He has revealed to them the ordinances by 
which they can offer an acceptable offering to him. He has restored the keys 
and powers by which the family organization may be made perfect for all 
time. He has opened the door by which those who died without a knowledge 
of the truth may be redeemed through the Gospel. Through the great 
principle of the gathering oaly can the Saints accomplish the destiny marked 
out for them by the Lord, and stand as saviors upon Mount Zion. | 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


DER MEIKLE’S FEELINGS ON BEING RELEASED. _ 

President Jaines Meikle writing from Birmingham, Oct. 17th, expresses 
his surprise at receiving the notice of his release (which it was deemed wis- 
dom to grant on account of his health not having been good for some months: 
past) as follows: 


I have just received your letter announcing my release to return home, and I assure 
you it is a great surprise to me, for I have had no idea of being released at the present, 
and as for my health, it is better this last two or three weeks than it has been all the 
summer. I was thinking that perhaps I would feel better this winter than I had done in. 
the summer, and I assure you I have not complained of my health to any one. I cansay 
like Brother James D. Hirst, of the Nottingham Conference, I would sooner drop in my 
tracks than shrink from my duty in this Church. I do not wish to dictate to you, how- 
ever; I amin your hands, and will do as you think for the best. 

I feel to return unto God, my heavenly Father, the gratitude of my heart for His 
many blessings upon my labors, and in crowning my weak efforts with success in a great. 
degree while I have been on this mission. I assure you it fills my heart with joy and 
pleasure more than the wealth of the earth affords, to know that you are satisfied and. 
pleased with my weak efforts in the discharge of my duties here as a servant of the Lord. 
My prayer is for the welfare of Zion and her cause both at home and abroad.” 


MINUTES OF THE NOTTINGHAM CUNFERENCE, 
HELD IN THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ CHAPEL, ANN’S STREET, NOTTINGHAM, 
ON SUNDAY, OCT. 7, 1883. 


— — 

Present on the stand: poids John Henry Smith, President of the Euro- 

pean Mission; Elder G. C. Lambert, of the Millennial Star Office; J. D. 

Hirst, President of, and Elders E. H. Williams, J. Williams, W. Wagstaff, J. 

Cartwright, W. 8. Tanner and E. F. Martin, Traveling. Elders in, the Not- 
tingham Conferenve. 


* 
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After the opening exercises, with prayer by Elder J. Cartwright, the re- 
ports of the Branch Presidents were heard. They were followed by the 
Traveling Elders reporting their Districts. 

Elders W. S. Tanner and J. Williams said they could * an improve- ö 
ment in the Hucknall District; they had held out-door meetings and dis- 
tributed a large number of tracts. 

Elders E. H. Williams and J. Cartwright, in n their labors in 
the Leicester District, said the majority of the Saints were good, but there 
were some who seem to have come into the Church from other motives than 
a love of the truth. They had held out-door meetings especially in Burton- 
on-Trent, where they had not been so well received. They had done a con- 
siderable amount of tracting throughout the District. 

Elders Wagstaff and Martin said the Lincolnshire District was a large one, 
and the Saints were few and scattered; as a consequence of this, there was 
not a Branch throughout the whole District. They had also held out-door 
meetings, and done a large amount of tracting in various places in the District. 

All the Traveling Elders expressed themselves desirous of doing the will of 
‘God, and warning the inhabitants of the earth of the coming judgments, 
Prayer by Elder E. H. Williams. 

The afternoon meeting was opened with singing followed with prayer by 
Elder J. Williams. The Sacrament was administered by Elders Wagstaff 
and Tanner. The statistical and financial reports for the half year 
ending September 30, 1883, were read and accepted. The General Authorities 
were sustained as they were at the last general Conference, held at Salt Lake 
ity. A vote of thanks and confidence was given to President J. D. Hirst 
for his labors, he being released to return home by the next company. The 
remainder of the afternoon was occupied by Elder G, C. Lambert, in a com- 
prehensive discourse on the first principles of the Gospel. He also made some 
remarks on the position taken by the world in abusing Joseph Smith and 
denying his divine mission. Showed that Paul, though he had not seen Jesus 
Christ in the flesh, claimed to be an apostle, and appealed to those who were 

converted to his teachings as the seal of his Apostleship to bear witness of 
his divine calling. His converts knew by. the power and gift of God that he 
was an Apostle. In like manner there were people throughout the world . 
who could testifiy to the divine mission of Joseph Smith, and they were the 
seal of HIs Apostleship: He bore his testimony to the trath of the work. 

Prayer by Wm. S. Tanner. 

On assembling at 6 p.m., after singing, and prayer by Elder E. F. Martin, 
Apostle John Henry Smith occupied the most of the evening. He spoke on 
the conflicting ideas prevalent among the Christian churches.. Hesaid: “If 
you could find a disinterested person who would examine the principles con- 
tained in the Bible, and then compare them with the doctrines of the Christian 
churches, he would scarcely see any resemblance.” He also explained the 
principle of baptism for the dead, showed how the wisdom of God was 
manifested i in giving those who had passed beyond the vail the privilege. o 
receiving the blessings of the Gospel. He also spoke on the principle of 
celestial marriage. The whole discourse was full of sound reasoning, and 
was highly instuctive both to the Saints and strangers present. 
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President J. D. Hirst thanked the Saints for the kindness they had shown 
unto him, exhorted them to be faithful, and bore a powerful testimony to the 
divine mission of Joseph Smith and the work in which he was engaged. 

Meeting closed with Benediction by Apostle J. H. Smith. | 

The weather was fine throughout the day, and there was a good attendance 
of both Saints and e : 


MINUTES OF THE LONDON CONFERENCE 


HELD AT ORSON’S ACADEMY, 23, NEW ROAD, WHITECHAPEL, ON SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 147TH, 1883. 
— 


PRESENT on the Stand: Apostle John Henry Smith, President of the 
European Mission; Eph, H. Nye, President of, and L. P. Lund, G. Atkin, J. 
Pickett, L. H. Clawson, C. E. Angell, C. Denney, S. King, J. Hemsley, 
J. L. Bench, C. C. Harris, R. Braby, J, Willoughby and F. Gibbons, Traveling 
Elders in, the London Conference; also President J. D. Hirst, of the Notting- 
ham Conference, and Elder Rhees of the Bristol Conference. 

The morning meeting commenced at 10-30, with singing, after which the 
Elders reported their districts, as follows: Elder Harris, Berks and Wilts; 
Elders King and Bench, Portsmouth and Southampton: Elder Angell 
Beds and Herts, Elders Clawson and Willoughby, Kent; Elder Denney, Essex; 
Elder Hemsley, Brighton and Sussex ; Elder Atkin, Lambeth ; Elder Pickett, 
Whitechapel ; and Elder Lund, North London. Benediction by Elder 
Angell. 

At 2-30 the meeting was opened in the usual way, ‘with prayer by Elder 
Braby. The Sacrament was then administered by Elders Lund and Gibbons, 
after which Elder Gibbons reported his labors in Kent and Essex. President 
Nye then reported on the general condition of the Conference, and upon the 
labors of, himself and brethren in out-door preaching during the summer in 
the parks and streets of London. 

Elder Rhees addressed the meeting, giving his early experience when a be 
as an attendant at the services of the Church of England on the Sundays, 
and at a Methodist Chapel during the week, which by their conflicting teachings 
and his constant reading of and firm belief in the Bible, led him to receive 
with joy the Gospel when presented to him bya Latter-day Saint Elder. In 
his concluding remarks he bore a strong testimony to the divine mission of 
Joseph Smith as a prophet of the Lord. 

Elder Atkin presented the ‘authorities of the Church as sustained at the 
General Conference and the general and local Priesthood of the Conference 
in their various eallings, all of which were unanimously sustained. The 
statistical and financial report of the Conference for the six months ending 
September 30th, were also presented and aceepted. 

President Smith: then followed with a few‘remarks upon the /Eunigtation 
of the present season; also upon a remark made by one of the Elders in his 
report, sbentis ebe local brother who could be a usefal man if he would 
keep from drink, having taken the temperance pledge. He referred to the 
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Word of Wisdom and the pledge that is made to God and his Priesthood at 
. the waters of baptism. Benetliction by President Nye. 

At 6-30, after prayer by Elder Clawson, Elder Hirst spoke on the power and 
efficacy of the Gospel, and of the necessity of the ordinances thereof, for the 
salvation of man, referring in illustration to the last chapter of Mark, the 
statement of Jesus to Nicodemus, the answer of Peter on the day of Pentecost, 
the case of the eunuch and Philip, and of the jailor and Peter. 

President Smith then spoke at length and with power, upon how man can 
be blessed, and have his days prolonged even to the age of a tree, by obeying 
and observing the laws of God. He then referred to the organization of the 
present Protestant churches by Luther and others, showing how one and all 
had apostatized and fallen away from the Gospel of Christ. He also alluded 
to the patriarchal law of marriage, refuting the statements that have been 

made against the Saints as a people. 

Four persons whe had been baptized by Elder Pickett, during the interval 
being the afternoon and evening meetings, were confirmed under the hands of 
Elders Nye, Pickett, Gibbon and Lund, after which benediction was offered 
by President J. H. Smith. 

The meetings were well attended, although the weather during the afternoon 
and evening was very wet and stormy. a 

Apams, Conference Clerk. 


UTAH NEWS. 
—0— 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 


L Park City is now connected with Salt Lake City by telephone. | 
A new weekly paper has been started in Salt Lake City by the Times 
Publishing Co., (J. C Graham & Co.) It will be issued every Monday. | 

Artesian wells are getting to be quite common in Utah. Henry Din- 
woody has obtained one on his farm near the Jordan river, which throws up 
water sufficient to irrigate a fifty-acre farm. 

Elder Henry Maiben, an old and respected citizen of Utah, died at his 

. home in Salt Lake City on the 8th inst., from pneumonia. He was a native 
of Brighton, Sussex, Evgland, and ewigratel to Utah in 1853. 5 

Joseph Tippetts, Jun., of Brigham City, while out hunting on the lst inst 
accidentally shot himself. He is likely to recover, though he got a full charge 
of duck shot ip the right breast while standing at the muzzle of the gun. 
The Provo Woolen Factory has manufactured goods to the value of 
$133,751,27 during the past year, and has now declared a dividend of four 
per cent. on the entire capital stock, or a little over seven per cent. on the 
paid up capital. 

Edward W. East, formerly of Salt Lake City, now of Pima, Graham ox 
Arizona, has been stricken with paralysis, which for a time deprived him 
entirely of the use of his left arm and side, but he is improving a little and 
has hopes of recovery. 
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Residents of Plain City realized an income of $5,000 from their crop of 
strawberries this year. They also received not less than $10,000 for salt 
shoveled up on the shores of the Lake and shipped to Montana, to be used 
in the smelters for fluxing purpeses. | * 

Z. C. M. I. has declared a dividend of five per cent. to the shareholders, as 
profits on the last six months’ business. In addition to this, between $13,000 
and $14,000 has been carried to the reserve fund, swelling it to a little over 
$125,000. The institution is in a very prosperous condition. 

Elder David P. Kimball, of Salt River, Arizona, is on a visit to Salt Lake 
City. He reports to the Deseret News that Salt River Valley is a “superior 
place for settlement, having facilities fully equal if not superior to those of 

Salt Lake Valley, only in an undeveloped condition. The climate is mild and 
as suitable to the growth of grapes and other fruit as any part of California. 
Water is plentiful, and the soil, when well cultivated, is remarkubly pro- 
- ductive.” 

A death occurred in Salt Lake City on the 2nd inst. from a most peculiar 
-cause. A young man named Cathbert Douce, recently arrived there from 
Newcastle, England, bad a tooth extracted by a dentist, on the 25th ult., and 
from that time until he died, one week later, he never ende to bleed from 
the cavity from which the tooth was taken, and during one day he also bled 

from the nose. The Wes says of the case: This remarkable tendency to 

hemorrhage was hereditary, the deceased having had a brother who died from 
that cause in Newcastle, two months ago. Some time ago his cousin, John 
N. Lacke, from a slight cut in his arm started bleeding, and while on his way 
from Newcastle to Glasgow, stopped off at Carlisle and there died.” 


The washout which occurred at Kanab some time since, and to which we 
before alluded, destroyed about five-sixths of the grain crop of the settlement, 
but this great loss is compeusated for by an increased watersupply. The bed 
of the creek is washed out forty-six feet deeper than it was formerly, in one 
place, and the stream is more than doubled in volume, It seems this incident 
was predicted by President Young when Kanab was first settled. It was 
doubted that the water supply would be sufficient, but President Young in 
addressing the people there tuld them the water would increase, and added 
„Some day there will be a flood which will cut a deep bed for the creek, and 
the water fram the surrounding land will drain into it.” * prediction has 
been literally fulfilled. 

LAST COMPANY OF EMuIdRAN TS. The last company of emigra- 
ting Saints for this season left Liverpool per S. S. Wisconsin, on the afternoon 

of Saturday, Oct. 27, 1883, in charge of Elder John Pickett. The company 

included 229 emigrants from Great Britain, 117 from Scandinavia, and 3 
from Holland; also 20 returning missionaries, making a total of 369 souls. 
The following named Elders returned with the company: John Pickett, Geo. 
‘ Condie, Geo, Perry, Jas. D. Hirst, Jos. W. McMurrin, Samuel R Western, 
James Meikle, Wm. Willie, John Crawford, D. W. Tullis, Jaa Wrathall, 
Salomon King, Hans Jorgensen, Christian Poulson, P. IL. Sherner, Niels 
Larsen, Anders Johnson, Jorgen D. Olsen, John Wink, John Willoughby. 
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